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COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

Overview

The Iowa Community Empowerment Initiative was established by legislation during
the 1998 Iowa legislative session in an effort to create a partnership between
communities and state government with an initial emphasis to improve the well
being of families with young children.

Purpose

The purpose of creating the community empowerment initiative is to empower
individuals and their communities to achieve desired results for improving the quality
of life for children 0-5 and their families….The role of the Iowa Empowerment board
and the State is to support and facilitate growth of community responsibility.

Anticipated Results

By the end of the year 2005, every community in Iowa will have developed the
capacity and commitment for achieving these results:

• Healthy Children (Birth to 5)
• Children Ready to Succeed in School
• Safe and Supportive Communities
• Secure and Nurturing Families
• Secure and Nurturing Child Care Environments

Community Collaboration

Empowerment areas encourage and facilitate collaborative efforts within the
community empowerment area including actions to avoid duplication, enhance
efforts, combine planning, and/or other steps to best meet the needs of families.
Empowerment areas are specifically interested in collaborating with the following
grant programs:
• Healthy Families Iowa (HOPES) funded through the Iowa Department of Public

Health;
• Parent education programs funded through the Child Development Coordinating

Council;
• Pre-school at-risk programs (Shared Visions funded through the Child

Development Coordinating Council);
• Home visitation and parent support through child abuse prevention grants;
• Home visitation and parent support funded through the Department of Human

Services safe and stable families grant programs.

And the following planning boards:
• Decat;
• Child Abuse Council;
• Early ACCESS.

Many Empowerment areas also collaborate with other initiatives such as the Every
Child Reads program, Iowa Public Television’s Ready To Learn, and outreach for
hawk-i (state children’s health insurance).

For more information about state and local empowerment, see
www.empowerment.iowa.gov



I have read and am familiar with the Johnson County Empowerment Board policy concerning
conflict of interest, and I agree by my signature to abide by this policy.

During my service on the Johnson County Empowerment Board to the best of my knowledge I
will not take any action to contravene the conflict of interest policy of this board.

Date: ________________ Signature: ____________________________
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